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UM SYMPOSIUM PROBES NATIVE AMERICANS’
CULTURAL, RELIGIOUS ACCESS TO PUBLIC LANDS
MISSOULA -
The cultural and religious access of Native American peoples on public lands is the focus of 
a symposium at The University of Montana School of Law Friday, April 25.
The "Symposium on Native American Religious and Cultural Freedoms: The National Park 
Service and the Preservation of Native American Cultural Resources in the Twenty First Century" is 
a daylong gathering that will use the recent conflict at Devils Tower, Wyo., to delve into the issues 
of using the law to preserve Native American traditions while administering use of public lands.
Litigation in the Devils Tower case continues in Wyoming Federal District Court over conflict 
between recreational rock climbers and Native American sacred use.
"There is a potentially chilling effect that cuts beyond Devils Tow er,” said Ray Cross, UM 
associate professor of law. "The question is how to respect Native American use of lands that may 
have been ceded away. These sites exist in far flung parts of the federal lands."
Jack Trope, a long-time critic of the National Park Service, will give the keynote address "Why 
Native American Religious Liberties and Cultural Resources Deserve Legal Protection." Trope, of 
New Jersey, has represented Indian bands throughout the country looking for access to public lands.
Sandra Zellmer, a member of the U.S. Department of Justice Environment and Natural 
Resources Division s general litigation section will discuss what is at stake when Native Americans 
and public lands administrators meet in court in her talk "A Legal Assessment of the Devils Tower
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Litigation and its Impact on Native Americans’ Religious Freedoms."
David Ruppert, director of the Applied Anthropology Program for the National Park Service 
in Montana, Colorado, Utah, Wyoming, nonhem Arizona and nonhwestem New Mexico will address 
"Protecting Native Americans’ Cultural Rights and Property Within NPS-Tribal Consultation Process."
Ramona Hutchinson, a historian at Mesa Verde National Park in Colorado, will address "The 
Role of the Cultural Historian in Preserving Native American Cultural Resources." Mesa Verde is one 
of the First cultural-oriented parks in the national park system.
Cost of the symposium is $5 for students; $10 for the general public and $20 for lawyers 
interested in earning 5.25 Continuing Legal Education credits. The programs run from 8:45 a.m. to 
approximately 4:30 p.m ., in the Castles Center of the UM School of Law.
The symposium is supported by the UM School of Law; the National Park Service, Denver 
Region: UM’s Kyi-Yo Indian Club and UM ’s Native American Law Student Association.
m
Contact: Ray Cross, associate professor UM School of Law, 243-4816.
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